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1 . \ (Amended) Hearing aid apparatus, comprising: 

a tirst^ignal path having a microphone for receiving sound in a vicinity of a user, a signal 
processor for processing the sound into a processed sound, and a speaker for outputting the 
processed sound ihto a vicinity of an ear canal of the user; 

a second signal pVh for establishing communication between the hearing aid apparatus 
and a location remotd^^m the user via a communications device connected to the hearing aid 
apparatus, said second sWnal path being adapted to transmit signals to and receive signals from 
the communications devici^; and 

a switch for automatkally selecting the first signal path or the second signal path in 
res ponse to a detected occurr\ice of a prede temingd condition of the second signal jpath, _ ^ 

3: 



(Amended) hLeanng aid apparatus accordmg to^claim r,'wherein the second signal 
path is selected when the hearing aid apparatus is in a communications state with the 
communications d 

4. (Am^Jled) Hearing aid apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
communications device is a cell phone and said predetermined condition is a phone ring 
condition of the cell pI|one. 

a switch 



lenc 



ed)Heanrig afd apparat^^^^ ' " 

ace the apparatus into a sleep state, wherein power to at least some portions 
of the hearing aid-^pWratus is shutdown. 



T5! ^fVmended) Heanng aid apparatus according to claim 2, comprising: 
a switch ^ manually selecting a communications mode wherein the hearing aid state is 
disabled, the heaJinj^ aid apparatus being adapted to be automatically switched between a 
communications state and a sleep state of the commimications mode. 



Please add new claims 16-24 as follow: 



^ 16. (T^w) A hearing aid apparatus, comprising an I/O port for receiving signals from 
and transmitting signals to a communications device connected to the I/O port for providing wire 
or wireless conmiuniqation with a remote device, the hearing aid apparatus being adapted to 
operate in a hearing-aCia^state or a communications state. 
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17. \ (New) The hearing aid apparatus of claim 16, further comprising: 

a first signal path comprising a microphone for converting sound into signals and a signal 
processor for protessing signals; 

a second sfgnal path coupled to the I/O port; and 

a first switch coupled between the first signal path and the second signal path, said first 
switch being adaptedVo automaticalJi^iseLexiJh^ for receiving sound or the 

second signal path forWeiving or transmitting signals in response to a detected occurrence of a 
predetermined conditiomof the second signal path, wherein 

the first signal path is selected when the apparatus is in the hearing aid state and the 

second signal path is selectejl when the apparatus is in the communications state with the 

\^ 

communications device. > 

\\ 

18. (New) The hearing aid apparatus of claim 17, further comprising: 

a second switch for manV^^ly selecting between the first signal path and the second 
signal path; and 

a third switch for manually ^f^ing the hearing aid apparatus into a sleep state, wherein 
the hearing aid apparatus can be switched between a hearing aid mode and a communications 
mode by consecutively pressing the sl^cond switch and the third switch, the hearing aid mode 
comprising the hearing aid state and tii^ conununications state and the communications mode 
comprising the communication state. 

19. (New) The hearing aid apparatus according to claim 17, wherein said 
communications device is a cell phone anq said predetermined condition is a phone ring 
condition of the cell phone. 

20. (New) The hearing aid apparatus according to claim 17, wherein the 
predetermined condition is absence of an activp signal in the second signal path for a 
predetermined period of time. 

21. (New) The hearing aid apparatus according to claim 17, comprising: 
a memory for storing a first set of sound processing control parameters for the first signal 

path, and a second set of sound processing control i|arameters, different from the first set, for the 
second signal path. 
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2a. (New) The hearing aid apparatus according to claim 21, wherein the first set of 
sound processing control parameters are selected based on a hearing impairment of a user. 

23. O^ew) The hearing aid apparatus according to claim 21, wherein the second set of 
sound processing control parameters are selected based on the quality of a transmitted signal. 

24. (New)V hearing aid apparatus, comprising: 

a first signal patk having a microphone for receiving sound in a vicinity of a user, a 

processor for processing the sound into a processed sound, and a speaker for outputting the 

processed sound into a vicinW of an ear canal of the user; 

a second signal path forestablishing communication between the hearing aid apparatus 

\ /\ 

I / and a communications device conWcted to the hearing aid device; 

a first switch for automaticafiV selecting the first signal path or the second signal path in 
response to a detected occmj-eilcenDi'a^^^zet^ condition of the second signal path; 

a second switch fo^majualljj^iecting between the first signal path and the second signal 
path; and 

a third switch for manually placing the k)paratus into a sleep state, wherein the hearing 
aid apparatus can be switched between a hearing Vid mode and a communications mode by 
consecutively pressing the second switch and the third switch. 



REMARKS 

This is in response to the Office Action dated August 15, 2002, which was paper # 7 of 
the present application. Applicants cancel claims 6 and 14 without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Applicants amend claims 1, 3-4, 8, and 15 to better describe aspects of the present invention. 
Moreover, applicants add new claims 16-24 to the present application. Pursuant to this 
amendment, claims 1-5,7-13, and 15-24 are pending. Reexamination and reconsideration of the 
application are respectfully requested. 

The Examiner rejected claims 1-8 and 13-15 as anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,751,820 
to Taenzer (hereinafter "the Taenzer patent"). The Examiner also rejected claims 9-12 as 
obvious over Taenzer in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,202,927 to Topholm, or U.S. Patent No. 
6,144,748 to Kems, or U.S. Patent No. 5,721,783 to Anderson. Applicants respectfiiUy disagree. 
Applicants, however, amend claims 1, 3-4, 8, and 15 only to better clarify aspects of the present 
invention. In light of the amendment, all rejections are respectfully traversed for reasons 
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